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 1 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2000, ASU-MH, MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS, 
 
 2 McMULLIN LECTURE HALL, DYER BUILDING, 1:10 p.m. 
 
 3 BY MR. REEVES: 
 
 4    We really appreciate everybody being here today.  I'm 
 
 5 Butch Reeves from Governor Huckabee's office.  This is Larry 
 
 6 Crane from the attorney general's office and Tim Humphries from 
 
 7 the secretary of state's office, along with Greg Kirkpatrick 
 
 8 from the governor's office, and Ron Sheffield. 
 
 9    He's actually going to be manning the redistricting office 
 
10 for the secretary of state's office, so if you call you could 
 
11 get Ron or his assistant, if you Email, Ron would see all the 
 
12 Email.  If you send us something over the Internet on our web 
 
13 page, Ron would be the one that actually retrieves that for us.  
 
14 So if you have any questions or anything, he'd be the one that 
 
15 would get all the information. 
 
16    We're actually located in the Aegon Building across from 
 
17 the state capitol on the first floor, so if you happen to come 
 
18 to Little Rock and want to come in, it would be open.   
 
19    All of us are here because our three offices make up the 
 
20 Board of Apportionment under the Constitution.  We're one of 
 
21 the few states that I know of that doesn't let the legislature 
 
22 do it; it's done by this board. 
 
23    We are essentially here to get input from you, what you 
 
24 want, what you don't want, what you like, what you don't like; 
 
25 it's hard for us to really tell you exactly how it's going to 
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 1 turn out because we don't have the numbers.  We've been told by 
 
 2 the Census Bureau we'll get those by the end of March; we don't 
 
 3 know when that will be, but by the end of March we should have 
 
 4 them. 
 
 5    That will determine how many people we have to work with 
 
 6 in each House and/or Senate district and you can see the 
 
 7 current maps over here.  We think it'll be about a little over 
 
 8 25,000 for each district, and currently there are 20 --  
 
 9              MR. HUMPHRIES:  The number according to the 
 
10         estimate on that handout.   
 
11              MR. REEVES:  On this sheet, okay, this will tell 
 
12         you what.  These are estimates.  25,513, these are 
 
13         estimates that we got from the Census Bureau on some 
 
14         of the estimates they're giving out now.  
 
15              MR. COHEE:  That would be for which district?  
 
16              MR. REEVES:  Every House district. 
 
17              MR. COHEE:  Every House seat.  
 
18              MR. REEVES:  And every Senate district, 72,896.  
 
19              MR. COHEE:  Is the target?  
 
20              MR. REEVES:  Is the target.  What that means is 
 
21         I think it will not be possible to have every House 
 
22         district have 25,513 voting age people.  It's just 
 
23         not going to happen.  But by law, we are required to 
 
24         get it as close to that in each of the districts as 
 
25         we can.   
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 1              MR. COHEE:  Did you say voters?  It's 
 
 2         population. 
 
 3              MR. REEVES:  I'm sorry, these are population.  
 
 4         I'm sorry, this is population numbers, not on 
 
 5         Medicaid.  There are some things that the Supreme 
 
 6         Court has said we should take into consideration, the 
 
 7         board should.  One of those is compactness trying to 
 
 8         make the district as compact as you can within these 
 
 9         limits preserving natural boundaries as best as you 
 
10         can.  But you can see when we have 100 House members 
 
11         and 75 counties, it makes it tough; it keeps those 
 
12         districts as compact as we like to.  You can take 
 
13         into consideration -- don't want to state it wrong. 
 
14              Preservation of communities with interest is 
 
15         another term that's used.  People that have something 
 
16         in common together; you're allowed to try to preserve 
 
17         that.  And sometimes that's not always possible; you 
 
18         try but it's not easy.  When you move a precinct from 
 
19         Benton County over here, it may have an impact all 
 
20         the way over here in Chicot County.  You can't just 
 
21         move one little part and not affect everybody else 
 
22         because the numbers change.   
 
23              Tim's going to kind of show you that on the 
 
24         computer in a little bit about what's happened with 
 
25         the new computer software that we opted for.  I went 
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 1         to Georgia, some people went to Vermont to a 
 
 2         conference where the nationwide people are there and 
 
 3         they show you what their products will do and we 
 
 4         thought this would be the best that we could use 
 
 5         Autobound to do what we need in Arkansas. 
 
 6              The other thing that we are going to try to do 
 
 7         is protect core, cores of prior district.  I don't 
 
 8         see how, and we've talked about this, I don't see how 
 
 9         we can erase this and start from scratch, so we're 
 
10         probably going to start with these districts and move 
 
11         these lines as opposed to -- because there's no way 
 
12         you can start and draw 100 from scratch.  So these 
 
13         will be the ones we'll base it on because that's 
 
14         where they are now and move the precincts around as 
 
15         the time goes because one of the things that you are 
 
16         allowed to take into consideration is incumbents with 
 
17         term limits hitting in, especially on the Senate side 
 
18         and the House already, that won't be as big a 
 
19         consideration but it is something we will take into 
 
20         consideration, the board will, when they start 
 
21         drawing the lines is incumbency. 
 
22              Tim wanted to show you little bit about what our 
 
23         database will do, and he can probably tell you kind 
 
24         of what's already in the database that we have.  Each 
 
25         of our offices has our own computer with the same 
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 1         software in it, and then Ron has the office that has 
 
 2         the big computer that has everything in it.   
 
 3              Does anybody have any questions before Tim kind 
 
 4         of shows you what --  
 
 5              MR. CRANE:  If you could, as people come in, if 
 
 6         you would come forward and sign in, please.  
 
 7              MR. REEVES:  Does anybody have any questions 
 
 8         about the legal process of this, because there is a 
 
 9         legal aspect for this. 
 
10              MR. COHEE:  The 100 is based on the population, 
 
11         right?  
 
12              MR. CRANE:  It's in the Constitution that you 
 
13         have to a hundred.  Thirty-five Senate districts and 
 
14         100 House districts is the Constitution, so we have 
 
15         to split 75 into 100. 
 
16              MR. COHEE:  And take your total population? 
 
17              MR. REEVES:  And divide it by 100. 
 
18              MR. CRANE:  As we're having our conversations, 
 
19         if we could talk one at a time, I'm sure that our 
 
20         court reporter would appreciate it.  
 
21              MR. REEVES:  And like Tim said, these are 
 
22         projected numbers from the Census Bureau.  The actual 
 
23         numbers we won't get until next March.  And those are 
 
24         the numbers we will plug into the computer, which 
 
25         will tell us roughly where the districts or how they 
 
                                                               -6- 
 



 1         should be.  And then we envision the board, us 
 
 2         sitting down and actually drawing, running it by the 
 
 3         board and have the vote as to which plan they would 
 
 4         approve and then we anticipate coming back after the 
 
 5         plan to let everybody know, I guess after it's been 
 
 6         drawn but before it's actually been voted on, to get 
 
 7         your input over what you think.   
 
 8              So we'll be back doing the same kind of meeting, 
 
 9         but it will be a plan that's been drawn up that will 
 
10         be the one presented to the board with changes, if we 
 
11         do those changes, and we'll come back and do the same 
 
12         thing. 
 
13              So I guess what we want to hear from you today 
 
14         is like y'all we're talking about awhile ago.  We'd 
 
15         like to see this, or we'd like to see this, or we'd 
 
16         like to have this, or whatever.  That's really what 
 
17         we're here to hear from you today instead of us 
 
18         talking, but we just kind of wanted to lay some 
 
19         ground work to the legal, because there are legal 
 
20         issues involved in this that we have to follow 
 
21         according to the US Supreme Court and the 
 
22         Constitution. 
 
23              MR. COHEE:  If I might, I would like to indicate 
 
24         one thing.  
 
25              MR. HUMPHRIES:  If you could give your name.  
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 1              MR. COHEE:  Bob Cohee.  I've been through this a 
 
 2         couple of times and am familiar with what y'all are 
 
 3         doing, but what I would like you to give some 
 
 4         consideration to this time around is the fact of 
 
 5         reviewing, if it's possible time-wise, the county 
 
 6         quorum court districts so that we don't go to a lot 
 
 7         of work and divide each league of the quorum court 
 
 8         districts into counties and then when y'all come 
 
 9         through with yours, like in the district here, in 
 
10         District 40 as an example up on the top of the 
 
11         center, right there, that Senate district is the 
 
12         northern part of Baxter County but it just cuts us 
 
13         off right through there.  It's the same thing as 
 
14         coming down here on this map and just cutting it, 
 
15         just cutting it across.  What that causes is 
 
16         sometimes we get a House race that's in two, and 
 
17         sometimes, well, at least two quorum districts, and 
 
18         it requires double balloting and double to try to 
 
19         accommodate the voters there, so if you could kind of 
 
20         consider that, you might look at the time frame 
 
21         involved in when we do it as opposed to when y'all do 
 
22         it. 
 
23              Instead of letting us do it around the state 
 
24         this way and then you come and just do yours and just 
 
25         slam it down on top of it, it doesn't help us at all. 
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 1              MR. REEVES:  What I understand is on the 
 
 2         computer program, we will have the county lines.  
 
 3         Will we have the quorum court district lines, Tim?  
 
 4              MR. HUMPHRIES:  They won't be on the computer 
 
 5         that we're looking at and the reason for that is the 
 
 6         timing.  We'll start our work around April of next 
 
 7         year.  We will finish up, hopefully, late in the 
 
 8         summer next year.  I mean, that's our target date.  
 
 9         Y'all don't have to have the JP districts done until 
 
10         January 2001.  
 
11              MR. COHEE:  But if all of these figures are 
 
12         available, what would prevent the counties from doing 
 
13         this at the same time y'all are working on it?  
 
14              MR. HUMPHRIES:  The counties shouldn't be doing 
 
15         that.  I would suggest that you wait so that you can 
 
16         maybe do what you can to -- see we have less 
 
17         flexibility working within a given county than the 
 
18         county election does.  I mean, we've got to take 
 
19         these population concerns for the whole state into, 
 
20         you know.  So we've got really, there's not much 
 
21         flexibility that the Board of Apportionment has to 
 
22         draw them in such a way as to accommodate any given 
 
23         county needs as far as drawing their JP districts.  
 
24              MR. COHEE:  Okay.  
 
25              MR. HUMPHRIES:  So I would really suggest that 
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 1         in any county that the county wait until after this 
 
 2         is done and maybe you can arrange a date, you know, 
 
 3         if that's an important thing to you.  
 
 4              MR. COHEE:  It is.  
 
 5              MR. HUMPHRIES:  And for most counties it's going 
 
 6         to be, you know, that they'll want to arrange and to 
 
 7         have as few ballot styles as possible.  I certainly 
 
 8         understand that.  I mean, that's nothing but 
 
 9         confusion.  Sometimes it's just unavoidable, though, 
 
10         I mean, it just has to be.  But I would really 
 
11         suggest that y'all wait until we're done, you know, 
 
12         before you start. 
 
13              Now, one of the things that's never been done 
 
14         before, I'm going to work out on our computer a 
 
15         little bit and give you some idea about how we're 
 
16         going to do our work with the House and Senate.  
 
17              After our work is done and maybe even before our 
 
18         work is done, we're going to, we hope that we can 
 
19         make available to the counties at various locations 
 
20         across the state access through the same computer 
 
21         program that we will have used to draw the 
 
22         legislative maps in order to draw their JP. 
 
23              That's part of that program.  We're in the 
 
24         process right now of putting all the current JP 
 
25         districts, and I think we've done Baxter County. 
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 1              MR. SHEFFIELD:  Done Baxter County.  
 
 2              MR. HUMPHRIES:  We're putting the current JP 
 
 3         districts onto our computer program, so we're going 
 
 4         to have the current, which is not going to help you a 
 
 5         whole lot, I mean, we can't use those in drawing the 
 
 6         legislative districts because y'alls JP districts are 
 
 7         going to change quite bit because of your population.  
 
 8              If you'll look at your handouts there, I think 
 
 9         for Baxter County it shows estimated 17 percent.  I 
 
10         mean, that's a pretty good pop.  And so you're going 
 
11         to have to change your JP districts quite a bit as a 
 
12         result of that. 
 
13              So I would really suggest that to you that local 
 
14         folks wait until after we're done with our work 
 
15         before you start drawing JP districts and we're going 
 
16         to do our best to have some technical assistance 
 
17         available to you in Little Rock, Fayetteville, and 
 
18         also in southeast Arkansas, available through the 
 
19         county to help you draw those.  
 
20              MR. COHEE:  So your view then is just that we 
 
21         don't, we're not going to have any campaign 
 
22         consideration on this at all.  
 
23              MR. HUMPHRIES:  We're really, it's like I say, 
 
24         with 75 counties Board of Apportionment in Little 
 
25         Rock, it's just hard to coordinate all of that at the 
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 1         same time; it's just about impossible, so. 
 
 2              These are estimates, I want to point that out 
 
 3         real strongly; this is not what the numbers are going 
 
 4         to be.  As a matter of fact, Census Bureau says this 
 
 5         is their estimate with the most current population as 
 
 6         of '99, July 1 of '99.  But what's interesting about 
 
 7         it is it's going to be pretty close and it shows you 
 
 8         what the population was back in '90, what the 
 
 9         population was in '99, the percent of change, and all 
 
10         of that, so I think it's a real fun thing to look at. 
 
11              It's not the whole, you know, it's not useful to 
 
12         use it as far as getting a head start on your 
 
13         redistricting because you don't know.  And the 
 
14         numbers are going to change a little bit. 
 
15              MR. LEBLANC:  I think ours are going to go up by 
 
16         a couple thousand.  
 
17              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Also, before we get into the 
 
18         computer thing and, you know, if anybody's got any 
 
19         other questions, feel free to ask.  But I also wanted 
 
20         to point out our website and I don't have a handout 
 
21         on this, but this is kind of what it looks like and 
 
22         it's, the address is: www.state.ar.us/arkdistrict, 
 
23         all one word, arkdistrict, lower case, all one word.  
 
24         Let me give you that again.  
 
25         www.state.ar.us/arkdistrict.  And it's got some, I 
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 1         think you'll find it interesting.  I mean, if you're 
 
 2         interested in this process at all, it's got the laws, 
 
 3         articles of the Constitution's in there and there's a 
 
 4         little bit of discussion of that.  
 
 5              MR. REEVES:  It also has our names, individual 
 
 6         names and office numbers, as well as Ron's if you 
 
 7         need to call him or call any of us.  
 
 8              MR. HUMPHRIES:  And it's got the time tables in 
 
 9         it too that we've been talking about.  Let me say 
 
10         this, late summer for us may be optimistic, but I 
 
11         think we can do it and I think the earlier we get it 
 
12         done the better it is for the county because it gives 
 
13         them more time to arrange their district around ours. 
 
14              MR. BODENHAMER:  Is there anything we can be 
 
15         doing between now and then that will make our work 
 
16         easier?   
 
17              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Not a whole lot.  I mean, until 
 
18         the numbers come up.  Ron may have an idea about 
 
19         that. 
 
20              MR. SHEFFIELD:  I was just going to say I've 
 
21         been doing the JP districts.  Use hard boundaries 
 
22         when you're calling your boundary lines for your JP 
 
23         districts.  Some cases we've had streets where 
 
24         they've had a street that's dividing a district, but 
 
25         the street stops and so they just carried the line on 
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 1         out, well, it's hard to figure out where that line 
 
 2         should have gone. So when you're drawing your JP 
 
 3         districts, just use hard lines.  Road.  
 
 4              MR. COHEE:  Oh, absolutely.   
 
 5              MR. BODENHAMER:  We have some of that right now. 
 
 6              MR. SHEFFIELD:  If you want, I could probably 
 
 7         send you a copy of the JP districts that we've done 
 
 8         for Baxter County, so you can see what it looks like 
 
 9         off the computer. 
 
10              (audience members confer)  
 
11              MR. COHEE:  That's based on the projected 
 
12         numbers here?  
 
13              MR. SHEFFIELD:  No, that's the year 1990 line.  
 
14              MR. COHEE:  Make sure we've got them correct in 
 
15         the computer now.   
 
16              MR. SHEFFIELD:  Based on what you've drawn and 
 
17         filed in 1991.  
 
18              MR. COHEE:  Right, okay.  Is there some software 
 
19         we can get to get that when we start this?  
 
20              MR. SHEFFIELD:  The software we're using is 
 
21         called Autobound, a-u-t-o-b-o-u-n-d and the software 
 
22         package and I can give you the name for the vendor 
 
23         for that, the software is about $3,500 and once you 
 
24         start using it, it's very easy to use.  
 
25              MR. HUMPHRIES:  We still have the presentation 
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 1         for the hardware.  Give you a little bit of a run- 
 
 2         through about how it works.  This is, I've got this 
 
 3         area of the state, House District 40 and 39, part 66 
 
 4         part 67, part 23.   
 
 5              And on the screen and our basic building block 
 
 6         for our districts this time will be the precinct.  
 
 7         When we drew these districts our basic building block 
 
 8         was the township.  I don't think that makes a big 
 
 9         difference for y'all here in Baxter County because 
 
10         our township lines --  
 
11              MR. COHEE:  I need to interrupt you just for a 
 
12         moment.  Sorry.  When you used the word precinct, are 
 
13         you referring to a voters' precinct?  
 
14              MR. REEVES:  Voting precinct, right.  
 
15              MR. COHEE:  Well, see, that's how I'm seeing it.  
 
16         If you're using precincts in each of our districts, 
 
17         each of the quorum court districts, then it's divided 
 
18         up into those precincts, into those voting precincts.  
 
19         So if you're using precincts, you're even going to a 
 
20         level lower than what I was trying to suggest awhile 
 
21         ago.  
 
22              MR. HUMPHRIES:  We will be using precincts.  
 
23         Now, when you say a level lower, I'm not sure what. 
 
24              MR. COHEE:  JP districts are composed of 
 
25         precincts. 
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 1              (audience members confer)  
 
 2              MR. CRANE:  If we could remember that we have a 
 
 3         court reporter, please speak one at a time for her.  
 
 4              MR. HUMPHRIES:  This is the precinct map.  I 
 
 5         think, and the road's off, and it sort of gives you 
 
 6         an idea of where the precincts' lines are, a better 
 
 7         idea, if you can see them.  And as we're going 
 
 8         through this -- all my numbers disappeared for some 
 
 9         reason.  
 
10              MR. COHEE:  Now, again, those are JP lines not 
 
11         precinct.  
 
12              MR. HUMPHRIES:  No, those are precinct lines.  
 
13         Up on the screen right now, those are precinct lines. 
 
14              MR. COHEE:  They're justices of the peace lines. 
 
15              MR. HUMPHRIES:  They may be JP lines too.  But 
 
16         according to the census, according to the 1990 Census 
 
17         these are the precincts and the voting precincts.  
 
18              MR. COHEE:  What y'all need, I think, is if we 
 
19         get the nomenclature correct what you're showing 
 
20         right there are justices of the peace districts in 
 
21         this county and precincts are further divided even 
 
22         smaller inside those JP districts.  
 
23              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Well, according to the census.  
 
24         I don't think --  
 
25              MR. COHEE:  Census wouldn't really know.  
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 1              MR. HUMPHRIES:  And, well, the census got it 
 
 2         from Baxter County because this has got their maps 
 
 3         and their information from Baxter County.  
 
 4              MR. COHEE:  Are those --  
 
 5              MR. HUMPHRIES:  According to the census, this.  
 
 6         This is south Mountain Home precinct.  It has a total 
 
 7         population of 2,838 people and then --  
 
 8              MR. COHEE:  What's the one called up here in the 
 
 9         left-hand corner? 
 
10              MR. BODENHAMER:  That's 1-1.  
 
11              MR. COHEE:  What is it?  
 
12              MR. BODENHAMER:  I think that's 1-1.  Right 
 
13         there.  I think that would be 3-2.  1-1.  Right under 
 
14         it would be 1-2, probably Lakeview.  
 
15              MR. COHEE:  Okay, but, Bob, what he's doing is 
 
16         he's calling that whole little block there a 
 
17         precinct.  
 
18              MR. BODENHAMER:  It is.  It's 1-1, voting 1-1 
 
19         precinct.  
 
20              MR. COHEE:  Okay.  
 
21              MR. HUMPHRIES:  It's called Three Brothers 
 
22         precinct.  
 
23              MR. BODENHAMER: Right, right, that's 1-1.  
 
24              MR. COHEE:  You've got 1-1, 1-2, and 1-3 inside 
 
25         that.  
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 1              MR. BODENHAMER: Yeah, those.  
 
 2              MR. COHEE:  See, you guys are using it.  Then 
 
 3         you're using these JP lines then.  
 
 4              MR. HUMPHRIES:  We're using whatever the census 
 
 5         reports to us as being the precincts in Mountain 
 
 6         Home.  
 
 7              MR. COHEE:  Okay.  
 
 8              MR. HUMPHRIES:  And if those are the JP lines, 
 
 9         then that's what it is.  
 
10              MR. COHEE:  That's what it is.  
 
11              MR. HUMPHRIES:  And that's what they'll be.  
 
12              MR. COHEE:  All right, that answers my question 
 
13         on this end.  
 
14              MR. HUMPHRIES:  You know, the census' hierarchy 
 
15         data is pretty well set.  I mean, they give you data 
 
16         at the block level, which we saw in the first map.  
 
17         Y'all remember all those squiggly lines in it.  Well, 
 
18         that gives you data right down to the block that you 
 
19         live in, take all those streets that are in town, and 
 
20         it'll tell you the total population and the racial 
 
21         background, the age breakdown, and things like that 
 
22         within that block.   
 
23              As I showed you before, this information shows 
 
24         the total population and the racial background and 
 
25         age breakdowns within that precinct or was in what 
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 1         the census had reported to them as being Three 
 
 2         Brothers precinct in Baxter County.   
 
 3              So and that will be our basic building blocks 
 
 4         instead of townships at this time.  Last time 
 
 5         townships were the basic building block.  And I don't 
 
 6         know that that's a big a deal here as it is in some 
 
 7         counties because in some counties township lines and 
 
 8         precinct lines were not co-terminus like they seem to 
 
 9         be in, at least some areas, do.   
 
10              MR. BODENHAMER:  I think what throws us off 
 
11         there is we're not seeing a map like we're used to 
 
12         seeing with roads and so forth.   
 
13              MR. COHEE:  It's not that so much as that 
 
14         geography that you're looking at right there, which 
 
15         is right here is the same exact thing right there and 
 
16         that is JP District 1.   
 
17              MR. BODENHAMER: One.  
 
18              MR. COHEE:  JP District 1.  The precincts that 
 
19         we call them are inside those things and the three of 
 
20         them inside that JP district.  
 
21              MR. BODENHAMER: Yes, the ward.  
 
22              MR. COHEE:  I think they refer to them as wards 
 
23         on the map.  
 
24              MR. BODENHAMER: Wards are in the city.   
 
25              MR. COHEE:  As long as it's clear that when you 
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 1         use the term precinct, you're talking about a whole 
 
 2         JP district.   
 
 3              MR. BODENHAMER:  We're not.  
 
 4              MR. CRANE:  We're not, no.  When we use the term 
 
 5         precinct, we're using the term precinct as the Census 
 
 6         Bureau used it.  If the Census Bureau tells us, --  
 
 7              MR. COHEE:  Okay, that's 1-1 precinct.  
 
 8              MR. HUMPHRIES:  That they're precinct are what 
 
 9         is reported to them by the county, but when we use 
 
10         the term precinct, --  
 
11              MR. COHEE:  It is confusing, I'm sorry.  It says 
 
12         1-1.  
 
13              MR. HUMPHRIES:  -- it's how the Census Bureau 
 
14         used it.  
 
15              MR. COHEE:  That's right, you're right.   
 
16              (audience members confer)  
 
17              MR. HUMPHRIES:  I'm not able with what I've got 
 
18         here to overlay the township line on it, but those 
 
19         are the countyship lines, and what that's basically 
 
20         done is that looks pretty close to the precinct line 
 
21         but what you've basically done there is wiped out the 
 
22         city ward and things like that.  
 
23              MR. BODENHAMER:  I think I can explain it real 
 
24         quick to Bob.  
 
25              MR. COHEE:  What's that green line down at the 
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 1         bottom of the thing?  
 
 2              MR. BODENHAMER: Right up here at the very top -- 
 
 3              MR. COHEE:  No.  
 
 4              MR. BODENHAMER: -- is 1-1.  
 
 5              MR. COHEE:  Yes, I understand that.   
 
 6              MR. BODENHAMER: Then it essentially it's 1-2.  
 
 7              MR. COHEE:  Okay.  
 
 8              MR. BODENHAMER: And then 1-3.  
 
 9              MR. COHEE:  Okay.  What's that underneath?  Why 
 
10         is there another?  
 
11              MR. BODENHAMER: Right here will be 4-1.  This is 
 
12         4-1.  This is --  
 
13              MR. COHEE:  Yes, I know what they are.  I know 
 
14         what they are.  
 
15              MR. BODENHAMER: So those top three are all 
 
16         District 1-1 right there.  JP District 1-1.  
 
17              MR. COHEE:  Right.  
 
18              MR. BODENHAMER:  It's got three voting precincts 
 
19         in it.  
 
20              MR. COHEE:  Right.  But that's what you're doing 
 
21         here is showing us the current, existing legislative 
 
22         seats for this county in the green?  
 
23              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Right.  
 
24              MR. COHEE:  That's fine.  That's fine.  That 
 
25         works fine.  That what I was trying to get done in 
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 1         the beginning.  If that's what you're doing, that's 
 
 2         fine.  I won't continue anymore.  
 
 3              MR. LEBLANC:  Tim, --  
 
 4              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Yes, sir.  
 
 5              MR. LEBLANC:  -- do me a favor, please.  Move 
 
 6         your cursor right down.  Up.  Up.  Up.  Back up to 1- 
 
 7         1.  All right.  Now, down lower it, southwest from 
 
 8         there.  Right there.  That consists of 1-2 and 1-3.  
 
 9         Yes, it does?  
 
10              MR. BODENHAMER: Does it?  
 
11              MR. LEBLANC:  It absolutely does.  That's 1-2 
 
12         and 1-3.  
 
13              MR. COHEE:  You haven't been on the commission 
 
14         long enough, Bob.  
 
15              (audience members confer)  
 
16              MR. COHEE:  The one down on the right where the 
 
17         40 is, what's that?  
 
18              MR. LEBLANC:  That's 4-1.  That's right.  
 
19              MR. HUMPHRIES:  I'm going back to the precinct 
 
20         mode.  Just keep it in mind where you're talking 
 
21         about here.   
 
22              MR. LEBLANC:  That's 1-2 and 1-3.  Here's the 
 
23         map right here, Bob.   
 
24              MR. COHEE:  Oh.  That's right.  
 
25              MR. BODENHAMER:  I've got a big map at home.  I 
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 1         think we're probably talking about stuff that these 
 
 2         fellahs would just as soon we not talk about right 
 
 3         now.   
 
 4              MR. HUMPHRIES:  I just want to make sure you 
 
 5         understand.  
 
 6              MR. BODENHAMER: Precinct, you've got the 
 
 7         precincts.  
 
 8              MR. COHEE:  That's good.  And that's good.  
 
 9         That's good.  
 
10              MR. BODENHAMER: They're right here.  And I think 
 
11         we understand what you're doing.  We're just arguing 
 
12         amongst ourselves for something else.  So let's.  
 
13              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Let me show you one little 
 
14         thing.  What I just did was, I'll explain what I just 
 
15         did.  As we're going through this process and when we  
 
16         start redistricting next April, when we come to 
 
17         District 40, we're going to see that District 40 has 
 
18         too much population in it.  There's no doubt in my 
 
19         mind that District 40 is going to be over that 25,000 
 
20         and some odd that you're going to have in it.  So 
 
21         we're going to have to take something out most 
 
22         likely.  I don't know if it'll go into 39 or not, but 
 
23         let's say that we want to put that Mountain Home 
 
24         precinct, south Mountain Home precinct down there, 
 
25         into 39.  Well, there it is; there it goes.  Click of 
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 1         a mouse.   
 
 2              MR. COHEE:  Does that have any consideration for 
 
 3         natural boundaries when you just did that?  
 
 4              MR. HUMPHRIES:  It's got the boundaries that the 
 
 5         Census Bureau had.  I mean, and so some of those 
 
 6         don't look like they're natural boundaries.  
 
 7              MR. LEBLANC:  They sure aren't. 
 
 8              MR. HUMPHRIES:  You don't have a natural 
 
 9         boundary that straight around here, I bet you.  I 
 
10         don't think we hit a straight road on the way up here 
 
11         for several miles. 
 
12              MR. LEBLANC:  You're not going to find them up 
 
13         here, Tim. 
 
14              MR. HUMPHRIES:  That's how the machine works as 
 
15         far as us doing the job of when it comes time to 
 
16         change the boundaries of District 40 that's what 
 
17         we're going to be doing.  I mean, it's just the flick 
 
18         of a mouse and I can just as easily put that back in 
 
19         and -- I can't do it very easily because my mouse pad 
 
20         thing, yet it's a fairly simple matter of putting 
 
21         that back into 40.  And then I'll go in some other 
 
22         part of the district and look for an area, a precinct 
 
23         to move.  And one of the things we'll be able to do, 
 
24         I'm not going to do it now, it's kind of time 
 
25         consuming, but we can have the populations in each 
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 1         precinct; we can add those on the screen as we're 
 
 2         doing this.  
 
 3              MR. REEVES:  As well as the breakdown of the 
 
 4         population. 
 
 5              MR. LEBLANC:  Tim, when you do this with coarse 
 
 6         numbers, overall numbers and just trying to establish 
 
 7         where your populations are and you bring it up and 
 
 8         show it to us, there might be an opportunity on our 
 
 9         part to offer suggestions to redefine by physical 
 
10         lines without destroying the impact of what you've 
 
11         already done.  
 
12              MR. HUMPHRIES:  And what I'm assuming that y'all 
 
13         are going to do is try to move your precinct lines on 
 
14         physical features. 
 
15              MR. LEBLANC:  Absolutely.  
 
16              MR. HUMPHRIES:  And, so, you know, we'll do what 
 
17         we can to try to work with you all and what other 
 
18         counties that want to do that kind of thing, we will 
 
19         do what we can and try to do that.  That's tough.  I 
 
20         want you to know that's a big thing to do because 
 
21         with 75 counties -- 
 
22              MR. BODENHAMER:  There's got to be a line 
 
23         somewhere.  
 
24              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Right, there's got to be a line 
 
25         somewhere.  And the lines, we're going to have 
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 1         immediately available to us are those that are here.  
 
 2         But for the most part, I mean, you're talking about 
 
 3         what we call splitting a precinct, going down to the 
 
 4         block level and actually moving a line to a visible 
 
 5         feature by block so that, but that can be done.  
 
 6         Again, we've just got to -- we'll do what we can to 
 
 7         help y'all out with that.  
 
 8              MR. LEBLANC:  And that's what we'd be hoping 
 
 9         for.  
 
10              MR. REEVES:  Tim, could you tell us kind of what 
 
11         data is on the computer, what all it tells us.  
 
12              MR. HUMPHRIES:  We've got, of course, the lines 
 
13         you see are the lines that the Census Bureau had, 
 
14         they're called TIGER files.  And TIGER stands for 
 
15         something, but I don't what; it's hard to remember. 
 
16              MR. LEBLANC:  Acronym for something.  
 
17              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Yes, it's an acronym for 
 
18         something.  And then we have population data that 
 
19         covers everything that you can possibly imagine: age, 
 
20         race, sex, all those things.  There's going to be 63 
 
21         racial categories in the Census this time, some of 
 
22         which can be overlapped.  
 
23              MR. BODENHAMER:  Can you pull up there and show 
 
24         me how, what the population is in precinct 1-1?  
 
25              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Yes, sir.  And 1-1, is that the 
 
                                                              -26- 
 



 1         one on the northwest side?  
 
 2              MR. BODENHAMER:  That was the Three Brothers.  
 
 3         It doesn't necessarily have to be that one; I just 
 
 4         picked that one.   
 
 5              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Total population ten thirty-nine 
 
 6         and then it's got the racial breakdown and the age 
 
 7         breakdown by race.  
 
 8              MR. BODENHAMER:  Now, is that the 1990?  
 
 9              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Yes, it's 1990, correct.  
 
10              MR. BODENHAMER:  But you'll have all those 
 
11         numbers in.  
 
12              MR. REEVES:  Right.  
 
13              MR. HUMPHRIES:  We will have the 2001 numbers in 
 
14         there.  The 2000 Census is what we will be basing it 
 
15         on.  We will, what we will do is we will start, the 
 
16         first thing we'll do is merge the 2000 Census data 
 
17         with this districting plan so we can see exactly how 
 
18         many people are actually in District 40, for instance 
 
19         as of the 2000 Census.  
 
20              MR. BODENHAMER:  Can you pull it up through the 
 
21         JP districts?  
 
22              MR. HUMPHRIES:  No, sir, because we don't have 
 
23         the JP districts on this program.  We're getting 
 
24         there with the JP districts, and, like I say, we've 
 
25         done Baxter County.  But, no, we don't.   
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 1              MR. BODENHAMER:  They'll have it available.  
 
 2              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Right.  That's the project that 
 
 3         we're working on now.  We're going to have all the JP 
 
 4         districts in state done by April the 1st and we're 
 
 5         going to send out to all the counties a map that we 
 
 6         will have produced on this computer showing the 
 
 7         current population in each JP current as of 2001 in 
 
 8         each JP district and at that time we'll be able to 
 
 9         tell you what we are going to be able to do as far as 
 
10         helping y'all draw, you know, get those JP districts 
 
11         drawn. 
 
12              MR. BODENHAMER:  There's a far, far, far, far 
 
13         outside chance you might do all our JP districts 
 
14         within the population that you want them in.  
 
15              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Yes, if anything grew at exactly 
 
16         the same rate in every JP district, then that'll 
 
17         happen. 
 
18              MR. ELLIOTT:  You're a dreamer. 
 
19              (unidentified audience member)  I'm not going to 
 
20         object, but I'm going to suggest the election 
 
21         commission leave JP District 4 alone.  I've persuaded 
 
22         them to vote for me, and I don't want them to leave.  
 
23         I'll work with them on that.  
 
24              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Anybody have any questions about 
 
25         the process, about the web site?  Like Butch said, 
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 1         we'll be making another round of these trips after we 
 
 2         actually get a plan done sometime in late spring, 
 
 3         maybe early summer for this.  And we'll be near here 
 
 4         anyway; I don't know that we'll come to Mountain Home 
 
 5         again, but we'll be in the area.  Butch?  
 
 6              MR. REEVES:  I was just going to say one thing.  
 
 7         I really want to emphasize we're going to try to do 
 
 8         this as best as we can understanding there probably 
 
 9         is going to be a court challenge.  That's the reason. 
 
10         We're doing this by computer to make sure we've 
 
11         covered all those bases, so when we're asked:  Why 
 
12         did you do this?  We have a good explanation for why 
 
13         we did it because Tim has been through at least two 
 
14         of these and understands what happens, so we 
 
15         anticipate that off the bat, so I can assure you 
 
16         we're going to be as careful as we can and make sure 
 
17         we don't just willy-nilly move, but we do it because 
 
18         we have good reason to do it or because there's no 
 
19         other way to do it but that way.  You know, that's 
 
20         the reason we're going to come back and get y'alls 
 
21         comments over what we are proposing will be done and 
 
22         that will really be our proposal as to what we think 
 
23         ought to be done, and that's why we're coming back to 
 
24         get y'alls comments so we can say this is what the 
 
25         people in Mountain Home said about the plan we're 
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 1         coming up with, this is what they liked or didn't 
 
 2         like, so if we have to change it, we can tell the 
 
 3         board before they vote.   
 
 4              MR. HUMPHRIES:  We're not necessarily 
 
 5         anticipating a court challenge, but they've had one 
 
 6         in every one of these as far back as I can find out.  
 
 7         And again that'll make it good odds, you know,  
 
 8              MR. REEVES:  It'd be nice if we didn't have to 
 
 9         go through that, but.  
 
10              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Yeah, and it really would.  
 
11         Larry?   
 
12              MR. CRANE:  Y'all have covered it all.  
 
13              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Ron. 
 
14              MR. SHEFFIELD:  I just wanted to give everybody 
 
15         my phone number 501/682-4592.  Please feel free to 
 
16         call with any questions you might have.   
 
17              MR. LEBLANC:  And your name again, please. 
 
18              MR. SHEFFIELD:  Ron Sheffield.                    
 
19          S-h-e-f-f-i-e-l-d.  
 
20              MR. REEVES:  And if you'll look on that web 
 
21         page, it tells the time frame like when the board 
 
22         will meet, when they'll review this, when we're 
 
23         supposed to have it done.  That will kind of give you 
 
24         an idea of crunch time.  
 
25              MR. HUMPHRIES:  I encourage you to look at the 
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 1         web page.  It's got a comment section in it too.  You 
 
 2         can read comments that are there and you can have a 
 
 3         place to make them.  All right, that'll do it. 
 
 4              MR. REEVES:  Just one other thing.  This same 
 
 5         program is what's going to be used by the House and 
 
 6         Senate to draw the congressional districts; it's not 
 
 7         nearly as complicated as this, but they're going to 
 
 8         use this same program, Autobound, to do the US 
 
 9         Congress Districts when they do them next spring as 
 
10         well.  
 
11              MR. LEBLANC:  The Senate does that?  
 
12              MR. REEVES:  The Senate and the House. 
 
13              MR. COHEE:  We're going to end up with Berry, 
 
14         you watch.  
 
15              MR. REEVES:  They're going to have to do 
 
16         something.  
 
17              MR. COHEE:  Do you remember when we were in 
 
18         District 1?  We used to be in that.  
 
19              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Was that the '70s. 
 
20              MR. COHEE:  Late '60s or so, '60s sometime.   
 
21              MR. HUMPHRIES:  We appreciate everybody that 
 
22         came out.  I understand that nothing made the paper, 
 
23         is that right? 
 
24              MS. COOPER:  I'm from a newspaper in Calico Rock 
 
25         and we didn't get our press release until yesterday.  
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 1              MR. HUMPHRIES:  I apologize for that and we'll 
 
 2         try to get notice out, but we'll try to get notice 
 
 3         out earlier.  Tell the folks that you run into and 
 
 4         y'all are active in the community and you're on the 
 
 5         election commission and things like that, about the 
 
 6         web site, if you would.  They can get to it by 
 
 7         accessing the governor's website or the secretary of 
 
 8         state's website, they don't have to know all that 
 
 9         necessarily w.w.w. stuff.  
 
10              MR. CRANE:  Or the attorney general.  
 
11              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Or the attorney general's 
 
12         website, State of Arkansas website.  
 
13              MR. REEVES:  The legislature website has a 
 
14         connection.  
 
15              MR. HUMPHRIES:  Right. 
 
16              MR. SHEFFIELD: When you go to any of the 
 
17         offices, the governor, the AG, or the secretary of 
 
18         state, there will be a reapportionment.  You'll see a 
 
19         reapportionment rather than redistricting.  And all 
 
20         you have to do is click on that and it tells you what 
 
21         the process is, it also gives you some links to other 
 
22         sites where you can get information.  The Census 
 
23         Bureau's website, the National Council of State 
 
24         Legislators.  A lot of other places you can go to get 
 
25         information.  
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 1              MR. HUMPHRIES:  So kind of talk that up for us, 
 
 2         if you would, since not everybody was able to show up 
 
 3         here today.  And I appreciate you guys a lot for 
 
 4         coming. 
 
 5              (The public hearing adjourned at 1:45 p.m.) 
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